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THE 


Sheriffs of Londof 


For the time being, are the proper / 


MAN AGERS and L egal JUDGES 
OF THE 


F-Electi of Sheriffs 


For the year enſuing, 


(HE Right of EleQing Sheriffs being already demonſtrated to 
b-long by Law, Charter,and Cuſtam,to the Free-men or Barons 
of London's and this being acknowledged by-my Lord Mayor 
and the Court of Aldermen on Saturday laſt, in their granting 
and allowing to the Common- Hall the. Nominatia! of both 

"the Sheriffs : All tharcomes under debate at preſent; isconcernulg the nature 

_ of the Court that is held for the 'EleCtion of theſe Officers; 'dnd who: are 

the Proper Managers, ' and as it were,” Judges! 'thereof.-; [tr1s/0ctrain;” That 

"before the Statute of Lincoln, \all the: Sherifforof the: Kingflom were choſen 

1m their ſeveral and refpetive Connty> Courts, -whege 'the Sheriffs tor the 

time being, did, by 'purting the. Queſtions, colletipg: the. Suftrages; aid 
declaring upon whom the choice, thiough the Maj jory y ot Vates,-had fallen, 
conſtantly precide and governt the Elections. And'as ro this days: the Ele&ion 
of Cor oners-remains veſted in the County. Courts, where the: :loverkliSui- 
ters in the: reſpettive Courts havethe/Rightand: Priviled@ of @huling thoſe 

Officers ſo rh managing the faid EleCtions is by all men'confefled! to ap- 

pertain to the Sheriffs then and there in Othce, when and: where:ſuchElc&i- 

*6ns are to be tranſacted. Now, foraſmuch as the StatuteDof' Lincolu:doth 

"no ways extend to the City of London, and County! ob Mizdleſex,” becauſe 

they hold, claim, and enjoy the- EleQtion of annual Shermts of the ſaid 

*City by Charter, ec. and the Eleftion of the yearly: Sheriffs.of; Middleſex 

by the Charters, Patetits, and Grants of the Kings of: England» at the Fee- 

FarmRent of Three fiundred Pound per anrun; itundentably: follows, That 

the Court wherein the Choice ofthe {aid Officers 1s traplacted and .mana- 

ged- by the Barons and Free-men, is in the Niture of a\ Gounty-Court; 
and-that the Sherifis for the time being, are to condud, rule, and: declare 
the Elec#1on. 

Ana ſeeing the Common- Hall's for the choice of Varlddetienc: men for the 

ey of London, and 1 may add, for the Ele&ion. of Mayors, are of the 

nature with theſe which are held for the Elettion of Sheriffs ; it na» 
wh and demonſtratively enſues, that the Sheritts being granted to be 
the proper Officers for the putting the Queſtions, taking the Suffrages,-and 
declaring upon whom the Majority of Hands or Votes. have fallen in/the 

Election of Membetsfor Parliameat,and in the choice of Maor5,foit likewiſe 

appcrtaiwsand belongs to them to ouide and-manage the Ele&ion of the Off 

cers now under debate, and to publiſh and proclaim upon whom the Citizens 
4d devolve that truſt. And 


And foraſmuch as the City of I ond» is by ancient Preſcription, a Coun» 
ty,- there do thereupon, and by virtue thereof belong unto it; -not only 
Sheriff, © but. a County-Court, as an incident and adjundt inſeptrable from? 
a County 3 and whatſoever hath at any time heretofore been the Prerogative 
and Right of the Sheriffs in the County Courts of Ezgland, doth entirely} 
remain to the. Sheriffs of London, there being no A& of Parliament or Char- | 
ter, by which they are ſtript or deveſted of them. 

It is matter of aſtont{hment, how the preſent Lord Mayor comes to pres } 
tend to any ſuch Right, Priviledg or Power, ſeving all his Predeteſlors have 
conſtantly left the management of this Matter and Affair to the Sheriffs, 
for the time being, as the Officers to whom it did properly belong. Tho 
there have been ſome in the Chair heretofore, who underſtood the Prero- 
gatives of their Place, and who had as much zeal for the maintaining the ! 
Rights of the Chair, as any can be ſappoſed to do, or have. 

And ſhould the preſent Sheriffs ſuffer themſelves to be deprived of this 
Right and Appurtenance of their Office, they would not only betray the 
Truſt repoſed in them, but become liable to all ſuch ACtions as may or 
- ſhall be brought againſt them by thoſe Citizens who conceive and es» | 
ſteem themſelves injur'd. And it upon Tryal of ſuch Aftions, it do ap- 
pear, That my Lord Major hath no. Right to govern the Poll, they 
will not only entail a perpetual infamy upon their Name, but be con- 
demned to ſuch Fines and Coſts as will infallibly ruin and impoveriſh them. 

And fapany to alledg, That my Lord Mazor may diſſolve the Court, 
if things do not go according to his inclination and mind, / is both to 
put upon him that which he hath no Right, either by Law, Charter, 
or A& of Common-Council to do, being there only in the Quality of 
a Concivis, or Fellow-Citizen 3 and to cloath him with a Capacity, and 
Power of depriving the City of ſuch Officers, and expoling both 
the City . and himſelf to ſuch Conſequences, as I tremble to mention. 

And for any to inſiſt upon the, Confirmation of 'the Gentleman that my 
Lord Mayor hath drunk to, meerly_ upon, that ſcore and motive, is both 
plainly to deſtroy the Plea which the City have put in to the 20 Warran- 
to againſt their Charter, and to make themſelves obnoxious to Indi&ments, 
Plaints and Actions, as Betrayers and Subverters of the Rights and Priviledges 
of the Corporation. | 

For as all the Charters are for the Citizens Election of Two Sheriffs from a» 
mong themſelves; ſo the Council for the City-Charter, are unanimous, that 
this 1s their legal and undiſputable Right. 

And as to what refers to the preſent Choice, it was after a fair and peaces 
able management (notwithſtanding many provocations to have begottcn Di- 
ſturbances, and created Riots ), declared to have fallen upon Mr. Paplloz, 
and Mr. Duboiſe, two as worthy Gentlemen as ever were called to that Office 
in the City of Loydorv. Yea, when the Poll was demanded, contrary to 
all ſenſe, and meerly to give the Electors Trouble, it was not only readily 
granted by the preſent Sheriffs, but all things in the condutt of ity carried 
with the greateſt impartiality, condeſcention, and, forbearance imaginable. 

For thothe preſent Sheriffs, as well asthe Freemen, are refolved toadhere 
to their Rights, yet they are not to be provok'd upon by the heatsand paſh- 
ons of others, to do any thing which may either be an offence —_ the 
Government, or endanger the quiet and peace of the City. 

And we areall aſſured,that his Majeſty will neither encourage the infring- 
ment of the, Laws of the Land,or countenance the overthrowing the Prviled- 
ges and Juriſdictions of his RegalChamber. 
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